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SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP TO DPC MINISTERIAL: BURDEN SHARING 
REF: A) STATE 106196; B) STATE 106504 

SUMMARY. BELGIAN AMBASSADOR DE STAERCKE TOLD JULY 10 
PERMREPS LUNCH THAT GOB WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN THAT 
ASPECT OF THE US BURDEN-SHARING INITIATIVE DEALING WITH 
ADDITIONAL $400-5500 MILLION US BUDGETARY COSTS INCURRED IN 
STATIONING FORCES IN EUROPE. DE STAERCKE SAID THAT TO BE 
HELPFUL TO US. HIS GOVERNMENT NEED PARTICULARS OF THESE 
BUDGETARY COSTS IN CLEAR, UNAMBIGUOUS NUMBERS. ACTION 
REQUESTED: WASHINGTON PROVIDE US WITH INFORMATION AS REQUESTED 
FOR DISTRIBUTION TO DELEGATIONS. AND READY ONE OR MORE WASHINGTON 
EXPERTS FOR FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSIONS HERE. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT PERMREPS LUNCH JULY 10. AMBASSADOR DE STAERCKE INDI- 
CATED BELGIUM IS TAKING VERY SERIOUSLY US BURDEN-SHARING 
INITIATIVE AS DISCUSSED BY AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD IN THE COUNCIL, 

BY ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SPRINGSTEEN IN WASHINGTON, 

AND THEN BY SECRETARY SCHLESINGER AT THE JUNE DPC MINISTERIAL. 
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2. DE STAERCKE CALLED PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO MR. SPRINGSTEEN'S 
JUNE 1 WASHINGTON BRIEFING (REF A) DURING WHICH THERE HAD BEEN 
A QUESTION ABOUT THE ADDITIONAL COSTS THE US INCURS AS A 
RESULT OF MAINTAINING ITS TROOPS ON OVERSEAS STATIONS IN 
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EUROPE. THIS BUDGETARY COST WAS QUITE APART FROM THE BALANCE 
OF PAYMENTS COSTS RESULTING FROM STATIONING US TROOPS IN 
EUROPE. 

3. DE STAERCKE RECALLED THAT AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD MADE A BRIEF 
REFERENCE TO ADDITIONAL BUDGETARY COSTS IN HIS PRESENTATION 
TO THE COUNCIL. ACCORDING TO A REPORT FROM THE BELGIAN EMBASSY 
AT WASHINGTON, MR. SPRINGSTEEN HAD SPECIFIED THAT THIS ADDITIONAL 
BUDGETARY COST AMOUNTED TO SOME $400 TO $500 MILLION PER YEAR. 

4. DE STAERCKE SAID BELGIUM IS INTERESTED IN THIS BUDGETARY 
FACTOR BUT NEEDS MORE PARTICULARS. AS HAD BEEN PROMISED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT F STATE. HE AGAIN REQUESTED PARTICULARS AND A 
NUMBER OF OTHER PERMREPS INCLUDING KRAPF (FRG) AND PECK (UK) 
ASSOCIATED THEMSELVES WITH THE REQUEST. 

5. AFTER AN EXCURSION BY SOME PERMREPS, WHICH REVEALED THEIR 
TOTAL CONFUSION AS BETWEEN BOP AND BUDGETARY COSTS, DE STAERCKE 
BROUGHT THE DISCUSSION BACK TO LATTER SUBJECT. HE SAID THAT 
NUMBERS RELATINGTO BUDGETARY COSTS WERE MUCH MORE MANAGEABLE 
AND LESS AMBIGIOUS TO THE BELGIAN AUTHORITIES THAN BOP FIGURES 
WHICH WERE ALWAYS RATHER AMBIGUOUS AND SUBJECT TO VARYING 
INTERPRETATIONS. 

6. NETHERLANDS AMBASSADOR (SPIERENBURG) RECALLED THAT 
LORD CARRINGTON AT JUNE DPC MINISTERIAL HAD EXPRESSED SOME 

UK WILLINGNESS TO ADDRESS BOP PROBLEMS BUT NOT THOSE INVOLVING 
BUDGETARY SPENDING. SPIERENBURG SAID THE NETHERLANDS SHARED 
THE BRITISH VIEW. 

7. DE STAERCKE CONCLUDED DISCUSSION OF THIS SUBJECT BY 

SAYING THAT BELGIUM NEEDED CLEAR, UNAMBIGUOUS BUDGETARY NUMBERS 

IF IT IS TO BE OF HELP TO THE US IN THE MATTER OF BURDEN 

SHARING. 

8. COMMENT: THE ADDITIONAL BUDGETARY COST IDEA IS APPARENTLY 
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NEW AND INTERESTING TO GOB, AND DE STAERCKE MAY BE HELPFUL 
TO US IN GETTING A PROGRAM OF COMPENSATION UNDERWAY AND 
ACHIEVING CONCRETE RESULTS. MCAULIFFE 
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